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DEAN Amconsul KECIFE | ‘ August 5, 1979 


INR/RAR/LA | - Possible Debate Between Dom Hélder and idnister of Education 


RECIFE | | (BEGLH UNCLASSIFIED) 


SALVADOR Le The following Goument on the possibility of a debate between 

CF Dom Hélder Cémara, Archbishop of Olinda and Kecife, and Minister of 
. Education Jarbas PASSARIWHO appeared in Dom li@lder's Boletin 

Arquidiocesano, ifo. 103, dated August 2, 1970: 


ae 2. (Unofficial translation) "D. ELDER AND TV TUPI = The "Journal 
“of Brazil’ of July 27, 1970, page 4, section one; stated that the 
| :tinister of Education, iir. Jarbas Passarinho, "iniediately after a 
television debate with the bishop Dom.José aria Pires, accepted 
the invitation to renew the debate witi: Dom iélder Camara’; adding 
that this did not take place due to the Archbishop of Olinda and 
Recife*’s failure to participate. The Journal of Brazil continues: 
"Reading now the interview of Dom Hélder witi 1*Express, the 
iiinister of Education must have thought that tue Archbishop Lost 
an opporvunity to say what he thinks of the Brazilian Government on | | 
television in an open debate in which he could speak and hear | 
objections. The opportunity, nevertheless, is not yet losi. A | 
Special license (italics by Boletim) could be obtained for a tele- 
vision program in which Don Hélder could discuss With the itinister 
of Education the probleins that cause nin pain. ° 





| Be "A few days ago Doi: iiélder received a teleplione call fron ‘iV- 

~' Gupi informing him that the official censorship will authorize two 
prograns with the Archbishop of Olinda and Recife: one for a debate | 
With Minister Jarbas Passarinho and tie cther for a direct interview 
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with the TY. Don Hilder requested that the message be soxt im upiting,. 
with the possible circumstances regarding the tvo programs, with the under- 
standing ede aa would xeapend and imdicate bis indispensible conditions 
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the proposed debate. The fact that the cthar debate did not take piace 
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was mot because it was avoided, ee ee 
participate due te pricr comitxents.° 


4, COMENE: Simce Dom Hélder doss nst have access to the Brazilian media, 

the Eolotim article is clearly hiz anly method of rebutting insinuations 

that he fears to meet Passarinhe jm debate. (The Boletim has a cixculation 
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